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Howard Johnson Motor Hotel бу Dining Facilities Star Hill Co. General Contractor 
Albuquerque, New Mexico Kenneth P. Thompson - Masonry 
Lee Hanosh & Company, Owners. Randy Holt, Structural Eng. 
Lawrence A. Garcia & Assoc. Architects. Marcello Giomi, Mechanical Eng. 


Chris Evangel, Electrical Eng. 
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SLUMP BLOCK 


Basic unit used in Albuquerque’s first multi-story, reinforced, load bearing wall construction. 


The Architect along with his Structural Engineers chose Slump Block, concrete masonry units, for the 
load bearing wall construction employed in the erection of the Howard Johnson Motor Hotel & Dining 
facilities for three basic reasons; (1), Its high compression strength (far exceeding the minimum require- 
ments of ASTM.) (2), the high density of the block qualified it for better insulation and minimum sound 


transmission, and (3), extremely low in maintenance. 
..... EE 


Masonry units manufactured and furnished by 


CREGO BLOCK CO., INC. 


6026 Second St., N.W. Phone (505) 344-3475 Albuquerque, N. M. 87107 
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POST OFFICE BOX 2028 CUSTOM PRECASTING 
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M. R. (JIM) ADLER, PRESIDENT 


Products limited 


only by the 
MR. ARCHITECT: 


Why is it important to you 
that 
METAL TRIMS INDUSTRIES 


are 

EXTRUDERS „ FABRICATORS 

e FINISHERS e ERECTORS e CAST - CRETE Inc. 
22295 2501 Princeton N.E. (505) 345-1070 


Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107 


Architects' Imagination 


OUR 33RD YEAR CLIMATE DESIGNING 
PAINT FOR THE SOUTHWEST 


H ANLEY'S and the 


BECAUSE: 


They can offer SINGLE SOURCE 
RESPONSIBILITY for custom 


coron... У NEW WORLD 
Architectural Aluminum needs ranging B S5155 (><> (Е CoLOR 
from: 
Handrails to Curtain Wall Systems ARCHITECTURAL PAINTS 
FOR BEAUTY AND 
Floor Gratings to Solar Screens sud ca d 
Windows to Catwalks 
Fountains to Sliding Doors TECHNICAL COATINGS FOR 
ME. zl PROTECTION — FUNCTION 
All to your specifications! AND BEAUTY. 
982-2555 IN SANTA FE AMBASSADOR 


рэг ЕГЧ. 
842-8484 IN ALBUQUERQUE HANLEY PAINT MFG, HIR ING, 


DIRECT LINE TO SANTA FE 

EL PASO, TEXAS LAS CRUCES ALBUQUERQUE 
PH. 532-6921 NEW MEXICO NEW MEXICO 
PH. 755-9821 PH. 523-1222 PH. 265-1524 
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MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY 


CUSTOM KITCHENS 
HOSPITAL CASEWORK 
SCHOOL STORAGE FURNITURE 
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e Counseling, Sales & Installation of 


e Scientific & Institutional furniture for 


e Schools — Hospitals Hospital Casewark 


e Research Industry General Rose Hospital 


€ Arts G Crafts and Homemaking — 


[ONALD G. 37.7 HITING CO., INC. 


1359 Harlan Street 1009 San Mateo Blvd. S.E. 4215 N. 16th Street, Suite No. 2 
Denver, Colorado 80215 Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108 Phoenix, Arizona 85016 
Phone 303 238-7624 Phone 505 255-1684 Phone 602 277-4701 


serving New Mexico 
and the El Paso area 
with 


Quality Concrete Masonry Products 


and many allied building materials 
Modernfold Wood and Plastic Folding Doors 
Hollow Metal Doors and Frames Reinforcing and Fabricated Steel 
Steel and Formica Toilet Partitions Commercial Hardware 
Commercial Toilet Accessories Moderncote Vinyl Wall Covering 
Residential and Commercial Steel and Aluminum Windows 


Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc. Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc. 


P. O. Box 1633 P. O. Drawer FF 
Roswell, N. M. 88201 Las Cruces, N. M. 88001 
505 622-1321 505 524-3633 


Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc. Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc. 


P. O. Box 10284 Telephone 
Albuquerque, N. M. 87114 El Paso 
505 344-0851 915 532-9695 


Members: New Mexico Concrete Masonry Association, National Concrete Masonry Association 
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TRAFFIC CARPET 


E ay 


PROVEN PERFORMANCE CARPETS IN 
WOOLS, NYLONS, ACRYLICS SPECIFICAL- 
LY DESIGNED FOR HEAVY TRAFFIC USE 
IN COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS, CHURCHES, 
OFFICES, SCHOOLS, ETC. LET WELLBORNS 
SHOW YOU SAMPLES FOR ULTIMATE 
PATTERN AND COLOR SELECTION. 


HOME 
CENTER 


2714 4th ST. N. W. PHONE 344.3558 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87107 


STRUCTURAL & REINFORCING 
STEEL FABRICATION 


your 
STEEL SERVICE CENTER 


We of the Rio Grande Steel Co., recently 

expanded our facilities to include our 

neighboring state of Arizona, with Head- 

quarters and a fully stocked warehouse 

in Phoenix. 

With this installation, we are now able 

to better serve the industry throughout the 

entire state of Arizona. 

Arizona now, as in New Mexico, has its own 
STEEL SERVICE CENTER 


RIO GRANDE STEEL CO. 


Albuquerque—Farmington—Phoenix 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE... 


ARCHITECT — WM. ELLISON & ASSOCIATES 
CONTRACTOR — LEMBKE CONSTRUCTION CO. 


1304 Menaul Blvd. N.E., Albuquerque, N.M. 87106 


GIVES YOU THE ROOM 
YOU ARE PAYING FOR. 


ideal building material. 


PRESTRESSEDT = 
CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC. 
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The newest addition to the Springer 
Warehouse Complex shows the clear 
span capability of the 8' prestressed 
concrete double tee roof. Long spans, 
minimum depth and maximum fire re- 


sistance make prestressed concrete the 


(505) 345-2536 


FALL PANELING 
FESTIVAL 


— at real values — 


Georgia- Pacific introduces real 
wood paneling with the aged look 
of the Old World. Warm! Charm- 
ing! Beautiful as a background for 
any decor from nordic cool to the 
sensuous pleasure of Old Spain. 


Riviera and Chateau Old World 
panelings have earned the Good 
Housekeeping Seal. 


Durable factory finish resists 
most household stains — wipes 
clean with a damp cloth. 


Factory finished moldings are 
available to harmonize with your 
choice of paneling. 

AVAILABLE IN: 

Old World Riviera Birch 
Old World Riviera Knotty Cedar 
Old World Chateau Oak 
Old World Chateau Pecan 
Old World Riviera Knotty Pine 


See them at your local dealers 


GEORGIA-PACIFIC 


CORP. 
4021 Edith Blvd. N. E. 
Albuquerque, N.M. 87107 


ALWAYS SPECIFY 


STRESTCRETE 
SLABS 


PERFECT FOR... 
€ APARTMENT 
e SCHOOL 
ө MOTEL 
CONSTRUCTION 


Fire-safe, Low-Maintenance Roofs 
and Floors by... 


BUILDING PRODUCTS CO. 


P.O. BOX $977 . EL PASO, TEXAS • PHONE 772-1451 


THE 
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ONLY ONE OF 8 REASONS WHY ZONOLITE 
LIGHTWEIGHT INSULATING CONCRETE ROOF 
DECKS OFFERS YOU МОКЕ .... 


1. Certified Application: The approved Zonolite 
application maintains a continuous log of the job; 
day by day mix proportions, water content, density 
and weather conditions. Deck specimens are taken 
periodically and tested for proper dry density and 
compressive strength at Albuquerque Testing Lab- 
oratory. All that and low cost, too. 


2. Weight: Zonolite concrete has as little as 1/6th 
the weight of ordinary concrete. 


3. Insulation: Any desired insulation value can be 
obtained simply by varying the thickness. 


4. Fire Ratings: Any fire rating needed can be ob- 
tained with a Zonolite lightweight concrete roof 
deck system. 


Approved Applicator: 


Mountain States Insulation Co. 
Box 1781 Albuquerque 87103 
Phone: 242-2849 


5. Flexibility: This concrete can be used with form 
boards, paper-backed wire lath, galvanized metal 
or structural concrete. 


6. Permanence: Completely inorganic; won't rot or 
decompose, lasts the life of the building. 


7. Drainage: Slopes for drainage as prescribed by 
the built up roofing industry are easily and econom- 
ically provided. 


8. Economy: Because of the speed and ease of 
application, the original cost is remarkably low. 


W. R. GRACE 4 CO 


ZONOLITE 


CONSTRUCTION PRODUCTS DIVISION 


NM-09 


Manufacturer: 


Southwest Vermiculite Co. 
Box 6302 Albuquerque 87107 
Phone: 345-1633 
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HMA NEWS 


THE 1969 AIA 
SPRING CONFERENCE 
NEW MEXICO SOCIETY 
OF ARCHITECTS MEET 

IN JUAREZ, MEXICO 


D. Craig Protz, President 
New Mexico Southern Chapter, AIA 


After the conference ended I 
agreed to comment briefly on the 


| this year’s get-together. The secret 
of success of any conference lies 
in the preliminary planning. After 
six trips to El Paso personally, 
many more trips by Loren Mastin 
and Duane Dorsey and much long 
| distance discussion, the program 
was finalized. It is my opinion that 
this conference was successful in 
the programming, but a little short 
in attendance. 


Thursday began with meeting 
the plane of Phil Hendren, Uni- 
versity of Texas architectural in- 
structor and George Kassabaum, 
national president of the A.IA. It 
was a great pleasure to accompany 
Mr. Kassabaum at the dog race 
run in honor of his attendance. 


Mr. Kassabaum showed no signs 
of disappointment Friday morn- 
ing when he was introduced to 
the small number in attendance. 
Those of us present received a 
very personal and pointed speech 
about the profession and the fu- 
ture changes we may expect. He 
laid the foundation for the con- 
ferences theme: Systems, Fi- 
nance, and Computers." Mr. Kas- 
sabaum certainly focused 
thoughts on understanding the 
value of the work produced by the 
staff of the national AIA. 

Phil Hendren brought the de- 
sign computer into sharper focus 
and made it a little less awesome. 
He made the point that the com- 
puter is here and available. Our 
responsibility is to parallel it with 
our problems so that we might 
gain its full use and advantage. 

Friday afternoon's session force- 
fully presented facts of which we 
are all aware but possibly not will- 
ing to accept in terms of the fi- 
| nancial institutional control of our 


planning and implementation of 


my | 


projects. Mr. Thome  Shugart, 
president, Home Mortgage Com- 
pany, awoke us to the need of as- 
sistance in financial consultation 
and the necessity of planning. 
Saturday morning began with 
the Systems Panel of R. K. Rodde, 
Designed Facilities Corporation; 
Luther A. Sizemore, Jr., president, 
New Mexico Building and Con- 
struction Trades Council; Kenneth 
Hansen, Portland Cement Associ- 
ation; and Charles E. Kistenmach- 
er, Robert E. McKee, Contractor. 
The poor attendance provided a 
small enough group for shared 
discussion. Kassabaum’s statement 
to the effect of our misuse of 
the term “systems” came out 
during the communication be- 


| tween those to whom it was famil- 


iar or unfamiliar, the "Knows" and 
"Not-Knows." The prime point 
was again to simply make us 
aware of the fact that mass pro- 


| duction is present but being mis- 


applied in many cases pertaining 
to the building trades. Mr. Size- 
more disclosed that unions are 
now on the doorstep of introduc- 
ing vocational training that will 
provide workmen and close the 
gap that the "systems" have been 
unable to breach. Basically, there 
have been no new products or ap- 
plications introduced under the 
name of "systems" and possible 
misunderstanding of the term is 
our biggest stumbling block. 
The last event, due to the can- 


| cellation of the banquet, was the 
very enjoyable cocktail hour pro- | 


vided by Bill Derby and the New 
Mexico Masonry Association. 
I would like to express a spe- 


cial thanks to the El Paso Chapter, | 


AIA, and the El Paso Chamber 
of Commerce for their assistance 
in making the necessary arrange- 
ments for the Juarez meeting. The 
El Paso Chapter voiced a definite 
desire to meet with the New Mex- 
ico Society of Architects and the 
Southern Chapter in the future to 
discuss common problems and 
their solutions. 

I would feel derelict if I did 
not bluntly ask the 
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question, | 


"Why?" concerning the Confer- 
ence. Perhaps the reasons for the 
small number can be investigated 
for certainly without attendance, 
conferences are economic losers. 


NEW ARCHITECTURAL 


REGISTRATIONS 

At its meeting on July 18th 
1969 the Board of Examiners for 
Architects approved the following 
for registration to practice archi- 
tecture in New Mexico: Jerry R. 


Torr, Leonard Grossman, George 
II. Bolling, Gerald P. Adkins, Al- 


| buquerque; James T. Link, Den- 


ver, Colorado; and Tommie |. 
Huckabee, Andrews, Texas. 


AIA BARRIER FREE 
ARCHITECTURE 


WORKSHOP 
AIA MEMO No. 404, dated Au- 


| gust 15, 1969, lists the cities, dates 


and facilities for the 10 Barrier 


| Free Architecture Workshops and 


includes the application form and 
registration instructions for the 
program. 


Speakers for the program will | 


vary with each city. Those already 
invited are men of national/region- 
al prominence. Panel members and 
resource personnel for our work- 
shops will include regional archi- 
tects and engineers representing 
General Services Administration, 
Department of Housing and Ur- 
ban Development, Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare, 
and state and local building de- 
partment officials. 

Participation is free (except for 
lunch, reception and coffee expens- 
es). A packet of technical and gen- 
eral information publications on 
“barrier free design” will be issued 
to each participant. See AIA ME- 
MO No. 401 (1969) for further 
information on the program. Join 
the crusade leading to “Design for 
All Americans.”* 

*Design for All Americans — 
Final report of the National Com- 
mission on Architectural Barriers. 
December, 1967. 
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Now Available State Wide: 


CREATIVE 
CONCRETE 
PRODUCTS 


® 


tone 


in 6 shapes, 11 sizes 
Also available in colors 


made in New Mexico by 
ALBUQUERQUE 


GRAVEL PRODUCTS 
COMPANY 


Weyerhaueuser 7/16 CRAFTWALL prefinished 
architectural paneling is unmistakable. The 
genuine hard wood beauty costs no more than 
premium 1/4 paneling. Available in lengths up 
to 16’ CRAFTWALL paneiing carries a written 
lifetime guarantee. 


SPECIFY CRAFTWALL 


Weyerhaeuser Architectural Specialty Dealer 


1881 — 1969 
MMOC?, company 


3825 Edith, N.E. Phone 345-2511 


CIE 9. 9088-9999 9999 * «99 999999999292 *999»209*79» a E * 


OM 
ONCEPT 10 
OMPLETION 


xclusive distributors 


Coe Consultation 
Planning 

Design 

18101 


In the library, where mind speaks to 

mind, uncluttered and compatible 

design creates study carrels, personalized 
learning centers. These centers area 
long-time dream of theoretical educators 
who envisioned the creation of units flexible 
enough for the needs of individual 

thought patterns. Now, carrels incorporate 
storage for film, earphone jacks, 8 mm 
projectors, pre-recorded magnetic 

tape . and partitioned seclusion for 
undisturbed concentration. 


Architects use our design consultation services for: 
Science Labs / Offices / Artrooms / Dormitories / 
Libraries / Auditorium Seating / Home Economics 
Labs / Gymnasiums 


UNIVERSITY BOOK STORE 
ALLIED SUPPLY 00. 


2122 Central, SE 
Phone 243-1776 
Albuquerque, N. M. 
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It has become clear in both moral and economic terms that our nation can no 
longer afford or pretend to intervene in the political and military affairs of nations 
throughout the world, maintain a military and weapons establishment of unlimited 

size, explore the moon and, at the same time, rebuild our decaying cities, provide 
an adequate supply of housing, and finance domestic programs needed to solve 
pressing social problems. 


THEREFORE, 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE 
ARCHITECTS OF AMERICA 
1HAT: 


One. We call upon the President and the Congress to assume responsibility for a 
comprehensive reexamination and reordering of our national priorities, recognizing 

that we have neither unlimited wealth nor wisdom, and that we cannot sensibly 

hope to instruct other nations in the paths they should follow when we are 
increasingly unable to demonstrate that we know how to maintain a 
viable society at home. 

Two. We call upon our leaders, at all levels of government, to recognize that an 
efficient and humane environment is basic to the maintenance of a harmonious and 
prosperous society and that the skills to produce it are well within our grasp. At the 

same time, we wish to remind our representatives that neither hope, time, nor 

technology will solve the problems that presently make urban life a dirty, difficult 

and dangerous experience. Only a wholehearted commitment of will and money 

will enable us to apply the skills needed to erase the shame of urban America. 

Approved and adopted by The American Institute of Architects at its annual 
convention in Chicago, Illinois, June 26th, 1969. 


The American Institute of Architects 
1735 New York Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 
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I had been invited to be one of the six Ameri- 
can speakers for a Soviet-American symposium on 
interior design. Sponsored by the American Insti- 
tute of Interior Designers, the program included 
seminars with Russian architects and designers in 
Leningrad and Moscow, as well as sight-seeing 
tours throughout the two cities. 

Representing the American Institute of Inter- 
ior Designers were: James Merrick Smith, FAID, 
National President of AID, and Edward J. Per- 
rault, FAID, Chairman of the Board of Governors 
of AID. Messrs. Smith and Perrault explained the 
role of the interior designer in American society, 
and showed slides of recently completed interior 
design commissions Brock Arms, AIA, AID 
spoke about the challenges facing the schools of 
interior design . Morris Lapidus, AIA, AID dis- 
cussed low cost housing in New York City and 
showed slides of two recently completed projects 
which his firm had designed for the New York 
Housing Authority William Hamilton, Execu- 
tive Director of AID gave a short history of the 
American Institute of Interior Designers . . . my 
own presentation was entitled “Historic Preserva- 
tion and Tomorrow.” 


A group of eager but travel weary tourists ar- 
rived in Moscow, U.S.S.R. the evening of May 10, 
1969. Because of the size—some 200 people had 
signed on for the tour—the arrival was in two sep- 
arate flights. The KLM elongated DC-8 jet in which 
I rode had left Kennedy Airport at 1:40 a.m. 
May 10, 1969; it landed for refueling and servic- 
ing at sunny Amsterdam some six and one half 
hours later. (Dawn over the Atlantic Ocean is a 
beautiful sight). One and one half hours later we 
were airborne again and heading east; it was 2:45 
p.m. Amsterdam time. The flight took us over Ger- 
many to the Baltic Sea. The weather was clear and 
sunny. We had been warned against taking photos 
while flying over Russian territory, but this warn- 
ing proved unnecessary. As we crossed over the 
coastline of the U.S.S.R. an "iron-curtain" of solid 
clouds shielded the land from view. 

The airplane descended through the cloud 
shield to land at the Moscow airport at 7:25 p.m. 
local time. Intourist guides took immediate charge. 
We were herded into customs and eventually onto 
buses. The glow of the setting sun lighted our way 
along one of the tree-lined entrance highways into 
Moscow past the Kremlin walls to the Hotel Ros- 
siya. The sparkling new pride of Intourist, Hotel 
Rossiya, is a massive 3,000-room 12-story block in 
gleaming white marble and glass. The hotel is built 
around a large square inner court, though the land- 
scaping is just beginning to be installed. A central 
twenty story tower element, which is to be topped 
with a restaurant is not yet completed. Each of the 
four-block-long wings surrounding the court has 


Through 
A Hole 
In The 


Curtain 


A Trip To The U. S. S. R. 


by John P. Conron 


its own entrance lobby, each of which is similar 
in design and color. Woe unto the traveler who 
enters the wrong lobby and attempts to locate his 
room; he might well wander helplessly in that 
maze for days. 

The architecture of this hotel is competent and 
pleasant, the interiors are also competent and con- 
temporary, but they lack color and imagination. In- 
cidentally, it was rather a surprise to find in this 
showcase for the new tourist trade that all the 
furniture was labeled “made in Finland!” Further, 
the construction craftsmanship was shockingly poor. 
The hotel gives one the impression that it will soon 
fall in a pile of rubble and dust. 

After a late supper several of us took a short 
walk for our first look at Red Square. As the hotel 
is located on the banks of the river Moskva, Red 
Square is up a slight hill and past St. Basil's Ca- 
thedral which defines one end of the rectangle that 
is Red Square. No sounds of traffic, no glitter of 
neon disturbs the majesty of the unfolding scene. 
Under the added drama of bright spots and subtle 
flood-lighting, this first impression of the heart of 
Mother Russia is dazzling. The mind boggles. Sure- 
ly this is the center of the U.S.S.R.; this square is 
the cathedral, the St. Peter's of the Communist re- 
ligion. And the focal point of the square is the 
main shrine of reverence—Lenin's tomb. 

Completed in 1588, St. Basil's is a church of 
towers. Ten tightly interlocked chapels, each lo- 
cated under its own distinctive tower, compose the 
total building. The result is a fanciful Russian 
Christmas-like decoration. The red brick fortress 
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MOSCOW 
The Kremlin along the Mosk- 
va River. Hotel Rossiya in 


the background 


The Cathedral towers with 
in the Kremlin walls. 
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walls of the mighty Kremlin form the eastern boun- 
daries of Red Square and stretch beyond both ends 
of the square into unspotlighted darkness. At the 
north end of the square stands the turreted red brick 
State Historical Museum. The famous GUM Depart- 
ment Store occupies the long side opposite the 
Kremlin. A line of spotlights atop the GUM Store 
highlights the Kremlin Wall and its central fea- 
ture, the red granite tomb of Lenin. Within the 
Kremlin itself, the gold onion domes of the several 
cathedrals glitter under carefully placed spotlights. 
СОМ, on the other hand, is lighted by а row of 
street lights. The street lights, plus the sparkle of 
the store display windows, form a well-lighted pe- 
destrian alley along the tree-lined sidewalk in front 
of the GUM Store. Thus, the lower street-level light- 
ing on the commercial side of Red Square set op- 
posite the highly dramatic Kremlin lighting makes 
a design totality. 

At 10:30 p.m. the square was not crowded 
though a good many people could be seen strolling 
about the broad square. Couples could be seen 
standing close to the entry of Lenin's tomb — in 
thought, even in "religious" meditation. 

Later in the evening, around midnight, after 
the bright lights have been extinguished and almost 
all the strollers had left, the square is bathed in an 
eerie mysterious half-light. And in one area a pair 
of elderly ladies equipped with brooms, rubber boots 
and water hose began, what appeared to be, their 
nightly chore of washing the sidewalks—and per- 
haps even the square itself. 

One is almost immediately struck with the 
cleanliness of the city and even the non-smog 
clarity of the air. I did not see so much as a cig- 
arette butt on the sidewalk nor in the gutter. 

Moscow is not a handsome city; the architec- 
ture is old and heavy, and the Stalin Age still im- 
poses itself monstrously upon the cityscape. 

Following World War II row upon row of 
multi-story apartment buildings were constructed 
during the Stalin and early Khruschev years. Because 
the Russians have little or no choice in the selec- 
tion of their place of residence, these structures re- 
semble massive banks of filing cabinets into whose 
drawers the family is filed by a central housing bu- 
reau. Fortunately, the recently completed buildings 
appear to be more relaxed architectural expressions 
of human needs. However, the pressing need for 
rapidly constructed housing was explained to us 
by the Russian architects we were privileged to meet 
at seminar discussions and by the Intourist guides 
as we were conducted about the city. 

Example: One of our Intourist guides explained 
her own housing situation. Although she has been 
on the "list" for a flat“ for some four years, she 
is unmarried and expressed little hope for get- 
ting a flat of her own in the forthcoming months. 
Presently she lives in a "co-operative" apartment ar- 
rangement. She does have her own room, but she 


must share kitchen and bath facilities with four 
other families—who also have been unable to se- 
cure private quarters. While she does not like this 
arrangement, she seems quite resigned to the real- 
ity of the condition. She told us that some 4,000 
apartment units are added to the Moscow scene 
each month', but that this number does not meet 
the needs for new housing. She further explained 
that new increased minimum standards for space 
had recently been set. The space allotments for 
new construction is now set at 9 square meters (96.54 
square feet) per person; a family of four would, 
therefore, receive an apartment totaling approxi- 
mately 387 square feet. (This compares to 450 
square feet for a family of four as recommended 
by the American Public Health Association Model 
Housing Code). The rental fees amount to only a 
few cents per square meter per month. 

She further expressed the opinion that while 
she felt the recent architecture was indeed hand- 
somer, fresher, and more conveniently located to 
shopping (many new apartment units are built di- 
rectly over shopping centers), she prefers the older 
(Stalin period) buildings because they are much 
quieter between the rooms and between adjacent 
apartments. Sounds like comments about the new 
high-rise American city apartment buildings. In 
Russia the architects blame the clients — the 
local housing bureaucracy. While American ar- 
chitects blame the clients—the local housing bureau- 
cracy, or the private enterpreneur, both blame the 
low budgets allotted to the projects. 

Stalin’s most noticeable contributions to the 
cityscape are several “monumental” apartment tow- 
ers. Six of these multi-layered structures that look 
like wedding cakes are spaced about one of the 
two inner-city ring boulevards. The exteriors were 
designed to impress the world with the permanence, 
strength, and inevitable emergence of the proletar- 
iat as the inheritors of the earth's riches. But now 
they seem old, tired, and very inconvenient (the 
plumbing is infrequent and the elevators too few). 


The Moscow University— 
wedding cake Gothic. 


Atop a high green hill overlooking the city and the 
winding Moskva River is the crowning achievement 
in this series of architectural wedding cakes, the 
Moscow State University Building. Built between 


'A recent Wall Street Journal article gave a figure 
of 100,000 per year, or approximate 8,000 per month. 
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Moscow University 


1943-53 the main tower reaches a height of 994 feet 
above the hill. Designed, obviously, by the same 
group of architects as the six apartment structures, 
it epitomizes the grandiose dreams of Stalin and 
like him, it is arrogant and pompous. 

I suspect that one day in the future the historic 
preservationists will fight to save at least one or 
two of the structures as romantic remnants of a by- 
gone era. 1 

But now that Stalin is dead and Khruschev has 
passed from the scene, the architecture of Moscow 
is beginning to display a more relaxed, human, and 
contemporary approach. Perhaps buildings like the 
Hotel Rossiya, the recent high-rise apartments, shop- 
ping complexes, and the extremely well detailed 
and designed Palace of Congresses in the Kremlin 
reflect a growing awareness within the government 
that to be successful a society requires a less re- 
stricted atmosphere and fewer governmental bar- 
riers. Certainly it appears that in recent years the 
various governmental bureaus and committees have 


A display of student projects, Strogonoff School. 
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allowed architects a greater freedom than before. 

At the Strogonoff Architectural School in Mos- 
cow and again at the Institute of Decorative Arts in 
Leningrad, (which includes architectural trainees ), 
the student projects displayed a dedication to solv- 
ing architectural problems in a totally contempo- 
rary manner. 

It must be said, however, that the students in 
the painting and sculpture departments were not 
granted the same freedom of expression. “Monu- 
mental” art seems still to be the official goal of 
the schools. Only in the work of the sculptors a 
sense of the abstract could be seen to be creeping 
into the finished product. From what I saw of stu- 
dent work I can only suggest that the architectural 
students are a full generation ahead of the other 
arts. How much longer can this system of imposed 
art taste be continued? As one observes the students 
one is reminded of that old World War I song: 
“Howre You Going to Keep Them Down On The 
Farm, After They've Seen Paree?” 

The professional seminar part of our program 
was conducted at the Strogonoff School in Mos- 
cow and at the Leningrad Institute of Arts. Stu- 
dents and faculty were present at each session. The 
usual introduction of the American and Russian 
dignitaries present was followed by the presenta- 
tion of papers by the American visitors and then 
explanatory talks on education and professional 
practice by our Russian hosts. It was at the Strogo- 
noff School that I presented a capsule picture of 
the problems and challenges of historic preservation 
in the United States. 

While some discussions of contemporary build- 
ing conditions and techniques were included, his- 
toric preservation in the U.S.S.R. occupied the maj- 
or portion of the presentations by our Russian hosts. 
The country has a vast architectural heritage, both 
whole cities and individual buildings and monu- 
ments. Many cities large and small are "packed with 
historical monuments." While the preservation of 
such an “opulant amount of monuments" presents 
a great economic problem, one speaker suggested 
that their governmental systems presented them 
with “the means to budget and to plan for preser- 
vation." To be sure, a more permanently established 
central administration—an administration which is 
less answerable to the immediate wishes of the tax- 
payer, and a lobby-pressured congress—can under- 
take longer budgetary and planning views. 

Within the Russian bureaucracy there exists 
a Society for Historic Preservation whose chairman 
is "usually a high-placed person in the state." This 
provides the Society with a strong and influential 
"political tie." Further, the Society is aligned with 
a special department for historic preservation under 
the Ministry of Culture. 

The current massive attention which is being 
devoted to historic preservation has a two-fold pur- 
“education and recreation." The preservation 
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of historic monuments provides the visual means 
of acquainting the people with the nation's heritage, 
and furnishes a new variety of vacation and recrea- 
tion choices for the Russian people. However, the 
opportunity for capturing an increasing share of 
foreign tourist travel is undoubtedly а major 
factor in this massive preservation effort. 

The new Hotel Rossiya in Moscow is designed, 
I firmly believe, to attract the Western Europe and 
Western Hemisphere traffic—not for Russian or 
for satellite travel. To illustrate: Only “decadent” 
Western currency (no rubles, please) can be used 
to purchase articles at the lavish Intourist souvenir 
shop in the hotel. This same condition exists at 
the Hotels Europa and Astoria in Leningrad. Fur- 
ther, at the Europa and Astoria bars all the rubles 
in the world would not buy you a vodka! 

Currently the Ministry of Culture is designing 
the first major tourist center in the U.S.S.R. Thirty 
million rubles have been budgeted for this project. 
The small, but historically important, city of Suz- 
dal has been selected for this development. A beau- 
tifully prepared movie was shown which explained 
the project and showed the town, its heritage, and 
the preliminary planning sketches. Suzdal has a col- 
lection of historic structures and relics, which con- 
tain examples of the many styles and developments 
of Russian architectural history—beginning with the 
llth Century walls of the Kremlin (Fortress). The 
city has a number of simple and beautiful masonry 
churches and log houses. The earliest church dates 
from 1160. Further, the town has two historically 
and architecturally important monasteries. The city 
is a “preserved miracle.” The movie showed the 
careful thought that the planners and architects 
were devoting to this project. In the new overall 
city plan modern work is being integrated within 
the historical area, not separated from it. One hotel 
will actually be located within one of the monas- 
teries. The sketches indicated that the new build- 


ings will be frankly, but sympathetically, contemp This monument to the siege of Leningrad 
7 : 3 during WW II marks the line 


orary. Local masonry materials and wood will be of furthest German Army advance. 


the principal materials; the buildings will be low 
and residential in scale. 

Following the movie one speaker stressed that 
wherever appropriate throughout the U.S.S.R., city 
planners are to consider the development of “tour- 
ist centers" as related functions of museums and 
monuments. Thus, these centers become a vital eco- 
nomic part of a city's master plan. 

Evidence of this new emphasis upon historic 
preservation could be seen from our windows in 
the Hotel Rossiya. Three small Orthodox cathedrals 
have become a part of the entrance landscape. Cur- 
rently undergoing extensive restoration, the long 
abandoned churches separate the hotel from the 
street and form a beautiful foil of history as you 
are driven past them to the hotel doors. 


Inside the Kremlin much restoration work has 
taken place on the several cathedrals. The Krem- 
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lin walls and towers (built in 1485-95) are kept in 
a state of perfect condition. Although the former 
royal palace (built in 1838-49) is used for the ses- 
sions of the Supreme Soviet, several of the impor- 
tant rooms and spacious halls have been retained 
in their former splendor. 

No trip to Moscow would be complete without 
a ride in the subways. Although it was not on the 
scheduled itinerary, most everyone on the tour found 
some free time to take a ride and to see the much 
heralded station architecture. After the deposit of 
a few kopecs at the ticket window, an unexpected 
and almost frighteningly long and speedy descent 
on the fastest and longest escalators I have exper- 
ienced deposits you on the subway platform. Begun 
in 1932, the first sections were completed rapidly 
and lavishly. Crystal chandeliers and marble walls 
dazzle the eye. Spotlessly clean stations are con- 
nected by fast, smooth and quiet trains. (Anyone 
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: : Restoration of small orthodox cathedral in front of 
want to take a comparison ride in the New Hotel Rossiya, Moscow. 


York sewer system?) From the original 5.6 miles, 
the system has been constantly expanded and now 
has a total length of some 78 miles. Unfortunately, 
time did not permit a visit to the recently completed 
subway stations. 

GUM Department Store is an architectural 
must but a shopping bust. Built in 1890-93, the struc- 
ture consists of three parallel skylighted arcades 
which provide shopping stalls on two levels and 
offices on the third floor. The two upper levels are 
reached by frequently located stairs. Delicately de- 
tailed bridges span the first floor streets. Original- 
ly, the 200 separate stalls were for small independent 
shops, but now they are departments within the 
wholly state owned store. The store is alive with 
shoppers, but the merchandise is generally shoddy, 
dowdy—and expensive. A man's suit on display 
in the store window had a price tag of $150.00 while 
the men's shoes were priced from $30.00 to $40.00. 


hal: ss shite a e TM. 18 Red Square. The Kremlin walls form the background 
Black and white TV sets ranged from $150.00 to for Lenin's Tomb. GUM Department Store on right. 
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$350.00. A jar of strawberry preserves is 60 cents. 
Fabries ranged from $1.00 to $3.00 per meter. Interior of GUM's. 

However, the Russians are in GUM's in force 
to buy merchandise. Not only GUM's but the new 
shopping centers located in the housing complexes 
are busy. They stand in lengthy queues to choose 
the items ard azain in lengthy queues to pay the 
cashier—and then they may have to stand a third 
time to get back to the counter with the stamped 
receipt in order to pick up the item chosen two 
queues previously! 

It should be noted that the salary scale in the 
U.S.S.R. is not high. Professors and professionals 
are among the highest paid members of the society. 
According to our Intourist guide, they receive up 
to $250.00 a month. 

Not all the merchandise is produced in Russia. 
In the music stores, the Russian youth buys im- 
ported rock and roll record albums. In the night- 
spots where the youth gather the frug, or versions 
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thereof, is the dance. 

Chewing gum is also much sought after by 
the young set. But apparently the Russian bureau- 
crats think it decadent and manufacture no chew- 
ing gum in the Soviet Union. Boys gather at the 
expected tour-bus stops. They ignore the Intourist 
guide' efforts to disperse them and seek to trade 
small cast metal pins ( Lenin's portrait, the Red Flag, 
etc.) for chewing gum. A black market in foreign 
currency is openly evident. In the evening, young 
men (16-20 years old) usually in pairs would quiet- 
ly walk up to us and ask to purchase dollars for 
three times the official rate of exchange. At times 
they would even offer to purchase the clothes off 
our backs. (I travel light — so I had nothing to 
spare!) In a Leningrad restaurant—a government 
enterprise, of course—the bill for the meal and 
drinks came to 40 rubles. The waiter calmly wrote 
across the bottom, "or 30 dollars." Remember the 
official rate of exchange is $1.05 for 1 ruble! 
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Peter the Great Statue, Leningrad. The Admiralty 
Building in the background. 


For the flight to Leningrad the group was 
broken into three sections. Our sleek twin-jet Aero- 
flot plane took off from Moscow on a rainy dark 
evening, and landed in Leningrad one hour later 
in the twilight. The plane was decorated in early 
plain-pipe-rack. Apparently the Russians design 
their commercial planes with a two-fold purpose; 
our jet was already equipped with a glassed nose 
for use by a bombardier in the eventuality of a war. 
We were told by the buxom stewardess that our 
speed was 850 miles per hour! The Russian weather 
controllers again kept a solid cloud screen beneath 
us. 

Here our large group was assigned to three 
hotels—two pre-World War IL downtown hotels: 
the Astoria and Europa, which held the majority, 
and the very new but remote Hotel Sovietskaya. Up- 
on later comparison those who drew the ?uropa 
(Yevropeiskaya) considered themselves the most 
fortunate. The Astoria is good, but dull; the Soviet- 
skaya is modern, but the hotel is located on the edge 
of town and therefore too far to walk to the down- 


town in those few minutes which existed between 
scheduled functions. The guests at the Europa had 
a variety of rooms and suites which included early 
Sears Roebuck moderne; one three-room suite with 
grand piano ( Van Cliburn's practice piano when he 
is in the city on concert tours), a refrigerator, an 
executive desk and antique French furniture. 
Another suite was equipped with а  grandi- 
ose carved wood desk which can best be described 
as a Russian version of early National Park rustic. 
This diversity of room sizes, shapes and styles led 
to what was undoubtedly a Hotel Europa first: a 
room-tour-carry-your-own-bottle cocktail party. The 
hall maids watched in amused wonderment: the 
Americans are decadent, perhaps even crazy—but 
they seem to be having fun! 


The first full day in Leningrad was devoted to 
a bus tour of the city. It does have beautiful parks, 
beautiful palaces, a handsome river, many canals, 
St. Isaac’s Cathedral and the Hermitage, but I did 
not find it as wonderously beautiful as I had been 
led to expect. In fact, 1 wondered why so much 
was restored and repaired after the devastating 900 
day siege of World War II. It might have been a 
golden opportunity to replace drab grey city build- 
ings and areas of the 19th and early 20th centur- 
ies with new street patterns and better living amen- 
ities. But, then, Stalin was still the living symbol 
of power and purges. They may not have wanted 
his type of dictated monstrous architecture. 


Leningrad strikes the visitor as a far more cos- 
mopolitan city than Moscow. Founded in 1703 by 
Peter the Great, the city was to be Russia's "win- 
dow on the West." Peter imported architects and 
architectural styles to create the imperial capital. 
The result is an impressive collection of Renais- 
sance, Baroque, and Neo-Classic palaces, public 
buildings and churches. 

Begun in 1764, the world famous Hermitage 
(the imperial Winter Palace) is an immensely heavy 
Baroque pile. Painted green with white and gold 
trim, the structure originally contained some 1,050 
rooms, 117 staircases, 1,586 doors and 1.945 win- 
dows. It is now one of the world's most famous but 
poorly lighted museums. The collection spreads from 
the Winter Palace into four adjoining buildings 
built between 1764 and 1852 to house the constant- 
ly expanding imperial collections. 


While the Russian people remained poor and 
downtrodden, the Tsar and Tsarina built other 
stupendous palaces in and about Leningrad and 
purchased vast collections of art and antiquities 
with which to embellish these palaces. They play- 
ed, sang, and danced within the confines of the 
palace grounds, spoke only French ( Russian was un- 
cultured), and stayed increasingly aloof from the 
realities of the Russian nation. The visual remains 
of the 214 years that Leningrad remained the im- 
perial capital of “all the Russias” are lavish, impres- 
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The Hermitage (imperial Winter Palace) 


sive, magnificent — but I've never known of a fam- 
ily who deserved a revolution more! 

The first professional seminar scheduled for 
Leningrad began with an excellent movie entitled 
"The Revival" Beginning with the destruction 
wrought during the siege of Leningrad, the film in- 
terwove scenes of German Army attacks, Russian 
resistance and suffering with the grandeur of the 
restoration work being undertaken at the Great 
Catherine Palace at Pushkin. (A visit to Pushkin 
was on the schedule for the next day). 

The vice-chairman of the Leningrad Architec- 
tural Union explained the problems faced by the 
architects of Leningrad as they undertook this mas- 
sive job of restoration. He freely admitted that a 
strong controversy arose (and still continues) over 
the high cost of restoration. It began shortly after 
the lifting of the 900 days siege on January 27, 1944. 
The controversy centered around the two principle 
country palaces: the Catherine Palace at Pushkin 
and Peterhof, the imperial summer palace located 
on the edge of the Gulf of Finland. Both had been 
occupied by the Germans throughout the siege and 
both were mined and fired by the Germans as 
they were finally forced to retreat from the Len- 
ingrad area. (Most of the moveable furniture and 
art treasures had been hastily removed by the 
Russians in the early days of the war). It was 
argued by many architects and political leaders 
that the palaces should remain as they then stood 

burned and blackened shells — as memorials 
to the "horror of war," but the decision was made to 
restore them as a "gift to the Russian people." 

A school to train craftsmen and artists in the 
specialized requirements of restoration was estab- 
lished in Leningrad even before the final defeat 
of Nazi Germany. The graduates from the school 
are responsible for the superb quality of the res- 
toration work evident at Pushkin, Peterhof and 
throughout the Leningrad area. The school now 


. and the former General Staff building form Palace Square. 


devotes its curriculum to other fields, while train- 
ing for restoration is undertaken at a special school 
in Moscow. 

The current curriculum focuses on industrial 
design (50% of the student body), but interior de- 
sign, furniture and textile design, monumental paint- 
ing, sculpture, ceramics and glassware are also 
taught. In all, nine professions are trained there. The 
school director explained that the courses embrace 
a broad training, ^so that the students are able to 
desizn the world of man.” “The study of design, 
modeling, materials, and composition all go together 
in the shashlik of the completed work—but, un- 
fortunately, not all students eat all that they are 
offered." Completion of a full five-year program 
is required for graduation. 

The Deputy Chief Architect for Leningrad ex- 
plained the problems and challenges of the city's 
architects. The 1966 Master Plan has set a popu- 
lation limit of 3,300,000 to 3,500,00 upon the city's 
growth. The present population is just about at the 
3,300,000 limit. No new industrial construction is 
to be allowed. То date some 120 "objectionable 
types" of industry have been transferred out of the 
city and placed in new modern plant facilities in the 
surrounding towns. Even so smog was evident in 
Leningrad and several high pollutent factories are 
still located within the city limits, as for example the 
tremendous Kirov steel works and manufacturing 
complex. Future plans also call for the re-location 
of Leningrad University outside the city limits. 
Now in the design stage, the campus will be lo- 
cated in the parks of the Peterhof Palace. 

Within the city, however, housing is still the 
major problem. Much living space was destroyed 
during the Civil War (1918-20) and a disastrous 
flood in the 1920's. World War II interrupted the 
building program and further destruction was suf- 
fered. Over 3,000 buildings were completely de- 
stroyed, while 7,000 others were damaged during 
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The Great Catherine Palace Gilded 
domes top the palace chapel. Malachite 
pilasters adorn one room, while fam. 
ily portraits line the walls of another. 
Elaborately inlaid wood floors are every 
where. 


the terrible months of the siege. 

The Leningrad harbor and adjacent areas are 
located on low swampy ground, and they separate 
the city from the sea. It is from this area that 
much of the industry has recently been removed. 
That area has a history of flooding; underground 
water problems make building foundations extreme- 
ly difficult to construct. To overcome this plans are 
underway to raise the surface some 3.5 meters (over 
11 feet), thereby creating a new shore line and 
new land for city development. The planners are 
attempting to locate living and working facilities 
within reasonable distances of each other. Ideally, 
“all people who live within Leningrad should be 
able to work within Leningrad.” 

The 15-mile drive to Pushkin crosses the form- 
er lines of the German Army’s siege of Leningrad, 
At this point a handsome memorial has been erect- 
ed to honor the Russian Army’s stalwart defense. 
Our Intourist guide informed us that the entire 
front line of the seige is to be deliniated by the 
planting of a row of flowering fruit trees. Further, 
she revealed that there were plans to plant a sim- 
ilar row of trees all across Russia along the line of 
furthest advance which had been achieved by the 
German armies in their attempt to conquer and 
destroy the U.S.S.R. during World War Il. 

We were most fortunate and honored to have 
Architect Alexander Rotath accompany us on the 
trip to Pushkin. Mr. Rotath is the chief architect 
responsible for all restoration in the Leningrad dis- 
trict. 

The Great Catherine Palace (Bolshoi Yekater- 
ininsky Dvorets) was built in the early 18th cen- 
tury. Designed by Italian Architect Bartolomeo Ra- 
strelli, the 985-foot-long sky-blue facade is richly 
decorated with white and gold columns, pilasters 
and ornamentation. The main structure has been 
fully repaired, while approximately one-third of the 
interior spaces have been fully restored and are 
open to the public. 

To prevent damage to the elaborately parquet- 
ed floors all visitors must wear a soft felt-soled shoe 
covering. 

Architect Rotath leads the now shuffling tour- 
ists on a tour of the completed rooms. Each space 
is indescribably lavish: gilded wood moldings and 
trim—here delicate and restrained, there rich and 
profuse—varieties of marble, for paneling, fireplaces 
and columns; mosaic panels of carved amber, bronze, 
and agate. From my democratic American back- 
ground it is difficult to imagine the kind of liv- 
ing that existed within these palaces. Here, and 
again at Peterhof, the opulence of life can only 
be guessed at. 

Upon completion of the regular tour, Mr. Ro- 
tath lead a small group into the still unfinished por- 
tions of the Palace where the work of restoration 
is continuing. The Great Hall is filled with scaf- 
folding as the workers begin to reassemble the 
moldings and the paneling. In another room an ar- 


Great Catherine Palace in Pushkin 


Great Catherine Palace in Pushkin 


Restoration work on the mouldings . . 


ings for the illusionistic ceiling for 
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tisan is applying golf leaf to the moldings on newly 
completed doors. 

One large room is used by the wood carvers 
and researchers to piece together the thousands of 
salvaged moldings and wood carvings. Where 
pieces are missing, carefully constructed plaster rep- 
licas are fashioned from which wood carvers can 
complete the restoration work. 

In still another room, the full-size sketches are 
being prepared for the re-painting of the elaborate 
illusionistic ceiling of the Great Hall. It is expected 
that five more years will be needed before the whole 
of the Catherine Palace will be open to the public. 

A few miles from Pushkin is another restored 
palace, built as the residence of Paul, the son and 
heir of Catherine II (Catherine the Great). Pav- 
lovsk Palace was designed by Scottish Architect 
Charles Cameron and was begun in the 17805. 
Catherine gave Paul the land for his palace upon 
the birth of her first grandson (later Tsar Alexander 
I). But, because she disliked her own son Paul, 
she did not provide him with the unlimited funds 
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necessary to construct a lavish edifice like Pushkin, 
Peterhof or the Hermitage. The result is a far more 
modest, yet handsome, palace. Further to cut the 
cost of construction, gilded plaster moldings are 
used in place of carved wood and the plaster col- 
umns are painted to resemble marble. 

The last palace visited was Peterhof. Begun in 
1714 by Peter the Great, it was the summer resi- 
dence of the Russian Tsars for two hundred years. 
While comparable in size to the Great Catherine 
Palace, the facades of Peterhof are simpler, and 
more Renaissance in style. The interiors, however, 
are compatably lavish. Set in the midst of vast 
parks, Peterhof is justly famous for the system of 
fountains which begin below the main entrance 
terrace and send waters cascading to the man- 
made canal below. This canal, and its bordering 
fountains, leads straight to the Gulf of Finland— 
some half mile away. At one time palace guests 
were brought along this canal to the palace en- 
trance on yachts. 

In all some 142 the vast 


fountains decorate 


Peter the Great's retreat from the grandeur of Peterhof 
Palace. 
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parks of Peterhof. Water for their more than 2,000 
spouts is supplied through a system of pipelines 
under natural gravity flow from ponds and reser- 
voirs located some 15 to 20 miles away. No me- 
charical pumps are used. 

Set in a grove of trees at the edge of the Gulf 
of Finland is the small, but elegant, one story re- 
treat of Peter the Great. Built in 1722, the palace 
contains one central large room with a kitchen, 
bedrooms and small library off the two long sides. 
It was here that Peter retreated from the pomp and 
splerdor of the main palace. 

Throughout our short—far too short—stay in 
the U.S.S.R. every effort was made by the archi- 
tects and the designers whom we met and the In- 
tourist guides, who acted as interpreters and tour 
leaders, to make our stay enjoyable. 

A frank and open willingness to communicate 
characterized all our meetings. The architects free- 
ly admited that strong differences of opinion often 
exist between the architects responsible for build- 
ings and the planners responsible for the location 
of buildings. The actual location of the Rossiva Ho- 
tel in Moscow was used as an example: "The ar- 
chitecture is all right, but the site chosen by the 
planning department is all wrong." (As a tourist, 
I found the location great. The Moskva River is 
along one side, and Red Square is only a block 
away.) The architects also expressed concern for 
what they believed to be a lack of human scale 
in some planning schemes. 

Within the profession itself there is concern 
about the directions of architecture. One architect 
expressed the fear that the students are losing sight 
of a Russian tradition; that their projects are mere- 
ly versions of the latest designs which appear in 
the various architectural journals. (The architec- 
tural libraries contain copies of all the foreign ar- 
chitectural magazines including those from the 
U.S.A.). When one architect was asked about the 
Stalin era of architecture he shrugged his shoulders 


Peierhof Palace (the imperial Summer Palace). 
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and replied, “Well, you have gone through bad ar- 
chitectural eras yourself." 

The devotion to Lenin is real. Posters, ban- 
ners, and books about Lenin are everywhere. End- 
less lines of patient Russians await entrance to his 
tomb. Lenin has replaced Christ as the spiritual 
leader. To me, he looked pasty and quite flat chest- 
ed; I thought he needed a pumping up. But to the 
Russians he is looked upon in awe and wonder. 

The visitor passes through the tomb of Lenin, 
then around and past the graves of the saints and 
martyrs of this new state religion. The saints are 
five important Bolshevik leaders, buried beneath 
grey granite memorials consisting of a sculptured 
portrait set on a simple block pedestal above an 
engraved slab. Stalin lies in the row of saints, but 
without the bust or pedestal. Perhaps he will soon 
be elevated to sainthood and be given a similar 
completed memorial. Many other heros and mar- 
tyrs are interred in the Kremlin walls. 

To pass through the legendary “Iron Curtain’ 
and to meet and talk with a few of the citizens of 
that much condemned society is a rewarding and 
thrilling experience. One returns with the feeling 
that the only barriers which exist between the two 
so-called opposing worlds are those created by the 
ambitious, and yet, petty leaders of nations who 
talk to each other in platitudes of ideological non- 
sense, and the fearfully costumed military men who 
talk of a desire for peace knowing full well that 
decorations, promotions and fame can only be 
achieved by war. 

— John P. Conron 
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WHEN AN IDEA IS CREATED... 
AN ALL ELECTRIC DESIGN MAKES IT WORK. 


An all electric design gives you the freedom to take an 
architect’s idea . . born of free imagination and turn it 
into a reality. 


An all electric design offers the most versatile variety of 
heating systems: Systems to accommodate any configura- 
tion. Systems intermixed in one building. Systems with 
room-by-room temperature control. Systems using heat-by- 
light. All of them, compatible with electric cooling. And 
there’s no need to install boiler rooms and smokestacks. 


An all electric design is the modern, flexible way to turn 


San Pedro Branch Library 
Architect—John Reed 


beautiful concepts into practical buildings. And it gives 
unmatched comfort and convenience at competitive cost. 


These are good reasons why an all electric design has prov- 
en the choice in many buildings throughout New Mexico. 
These are good reasons to get further information on the 
all electric design for your next building. 


Write: Engineering Sales Department 
Public Service Company of New Mexico 
Post Office Box 2267 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103 


Mr. Architect. 


of Building owners 


Transportation. 
Hunter-Hayes Elevator Co. 
106 Buena Vista S.E. 
Albuquerque, N. M. 87106 


OILDRAULIC' ELEVATORS 
FOR BUILDINGS TO SEVEN STORIES 


HUNTER-HAYES ELEVATOR CO. 


SUBSIDIARY Ш DOVER CORP. 


Offices Throughout the Southwest 


let us show you why a large percent 
in New Mexico 
rely upon us for dependable Vertical 


WINROCK SHOPPING CENTER 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 


Geared Passenger Elevators by 
Hunter-Hayes. 


Other installations throughout 
New Mexico such as: 


State Capitol Buildings, 
Supreme Court Building 

State Highway Buildings, 
Glorietta Baptist Assembly 

Public Service Indian Hospital 


To mention but a few 
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A LETTER OF IMPORTANCE TO 
OUR READERS IN NEW MEXICO 


State of New Mexico 


CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES COMMISSION 


Mr. Beryl Durham, AIA, President 
New Mexico Society of Architects 


Dear Mr. Durham: 


We are wondering if your society could assist us in obtaining wider dissemination 
of a couple of points in the Construction Industries Licensing Act concerning 
bidding. 


Section 67-35-15, as amended by the last session of the legislature, reads: 
COMMISSION—CONTRACTOR’S LICENSE REQUIRED 


A. No person shall engage in the business of contractor within the state without a 
license issued by the commission classified to cover the type of work to be undertaken. 

B. No bid on a contract shall be submitted unless the contractor has a valid 
license issued by the commission to bid and perform the type of work to be 
undertaken; provided, this paragraph shall not prohibit a licensed contractor from 
bidding or contracting work involving the use of two or more trades, crafts or 
classifications, if the performance of the work in the trades, crafts or classifications 
other than the one or ones in which he is licensed is incidental or supplemental to 
the performance of the work in the trades, crafts or classifications for which he is 
licensed; and further provided that work coming under the jurisdiction of the 
mechanical board or the electrical board must be performed by a contractor licensed to 
perform such work. 

C. Any contractor may bid on a New Mexico highway project involving the 
expenditure of federal funds prior to making application to the commission for a 
special license. The contractor, if he has not previously been issued a license shall, 
upon becoming the successful bidder, apply to the commission for a special license 
for the limited purpose of carrying out the project. The commission, without regard 
to residence requirements, shall issue a special license to the contractor upon the 
submission of a properly completed application, and in accordance with qualifications 
as prescribed by law and upon payment of the prescribed fee. 

D. The commission shall define and establish all license classifications and the 
licensee shall be limited in his bidding and contracting as provided in Subsection B 
of this section. Any licensee, subsequent to the issuance of his license, may make 
application for additional classification and be licensed in more than one classification 
if he meets the prescribed qualification for the additional classification. 

We would like to point out that the Commission’s Rules and Regulations, as approved 
and filed at the State Records Center and State Law Library, state: 


The license number and classification shall be placed on all written bids 
submitted by the licensee, as well as on the container of the bid. 


Since a contractor should not bid on work beyond the dollar-amount specified on 
his license, it would be wise for architects to ascertain what a contractor’s dollar limit 
is prior to accepting bids. 

(Signed) 


Olmer L. € Kaempet 


ELMER L. KAEMPER 
Executive Director 
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N. O. Nelson Cu. 


A VIGOROUS NEW COMPANY 
SERVING ALL OF NEW 
MEXICO WITH QUALITY 
PLUMBING AND HEATING 
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES. 


McMURTRY PAINT & GLASS 
A VALSPAR COMPANY 


Complete Architectural Services 


Catering To The Commercial for 


Building Industry 
FEATURING 


AMERICAN 
SIANDARD 


Plumbing And Heating Equipment 


Paints and Glass 


Distributors for: 
VALSPAR PAINTS 
L.O.F. GLASS 


Complete line of— 
Fine carpets and drapes 


Industrial Coatings 


Wallpapers 
ALBUQUERQUE 
1008 Marquez Pl. Phone 982-4661 
N. (D. Nelson Cu. 20 years in 


3825 EDITH N. E. 
(Formerly—Plumbing Division, Albuq. Lumber Co.) 


SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 


Variations on a nene: 


NEW STZ eM T 


giazed masonry units 
DESIGN SERIES 


(not an alternate for 
any other material) 


Roofing and Sheetmetal Contractors 


Your choice in color, texture, 
form, scale and pattern... 
Select from a variety of 


FRONTIER 
ROOFING CO, 


Corporation of Albuquerque 


scored units to reduce scale 
for as little as a nickel extra 
per block . . . Build, decorate 
and finish in a single 
operation. Thru wall, 

load bearing units elimi- 
nate expense of back-up 
wall... Specify 
Spectra-Glaze glazed 
concrete units in your 

base bid to realize 

their unique 

advantages of 

design flexibility 

combined with 
lower-in-the-wall 

costs . . І оса! 

delivery, world-wide. 


Q Cataloged in SWEET'S 


711 WHEELER AVE. S.E. 
TEL. 243-3788 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87103 


R) Reg. U. S. Pat. Off Canada & other countrit 


FEATHERLITE TILE COMPANY Р О 8 
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PANEL SYSTEM 
202 


AND TOILET 
COMPARTMENTS 


FORMICA 


CERAMIC 
TILE 


laminated plastic 


CONVEN- 
TIONAL 
TERRAZZO 


МЕ. 
FORMICA® brand Panel System 202 goes 


right over almost any structurally sound wall 
. no tearing down . . . goes up in a day or 


less! Perfect anywhere moisture is a problem. * e. is 

Formica Brand Laminated Plastic is the ideal 1 | NC 2 = 
. H . ? Е J 

surfacing material for toilet compartments GENUINE 


and other restroom partitions, for the same 
reason it serves so handsomely on surfaces 
in other parts of a building. 


MARBLE 


FORMICA DISTRIBUTOR 


Where Craftsmanship and Experience 
Combine To Produce More Beautiful Buildings 


NEW MEXICO 
MARBLE AND TILE CO. 


414 Second St., S. W. Albuquerque, N. M. 
P. O. Box 834 e Phone 243-5541 


FORMICA REPRESENTATIVE 
RICHARD P. KASSA 
268-4589 


KENTILE FLOORS 
Asphalt, Vinyl Asbestos, Solid Vinyl, 
Cork, Vinyl Sheet Flooring 


KENTILE HIGHTSTOWN CARPETS 


UNITED STATES CERAMIC TILE COMPANY 
Romany-Sparton, 
Pacesetter Ceramic Tile 


RELIANCE PANELYTE, INC. 
High Pressure Decorative Laminate 


ALLEN INDUSTRIES 
Carpet Cushions 


AARDAL DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 


ALBUQUERQUE 
TESTING LABORATORY 


Sub-soil Investigations 
For Structural and Dam Foundations 


Two Drills and Crews now 
available for Prompt Service 


Laboratory Analysis and 
Evaluation of Construction Materials 


All work done under the supervision 
of Registered Professional Engineers 


532 Jefferson St. N.E. — P. O. Box 4101 524 Haines, N.W. 1831 Myrtle Ave. 
Phone AL 5-8916 Albuquerque Albuquerque, N.M. El Paso, Texas 
Phone AL 5-1322 New Mexico Phone 243-2296 Phone 532-3975 
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WOOD is WARM and WONDERFUL! 


BALDRIDGE HOME SUPPLY CENTER 
GIBSON LUMBER CO. 

HOME BUILDERS SUPPLY CO. 
BOSQUE FARMS LUMBER CO. 


MEMBERSHIP: 


AMERICAN BUILDERS SUPPLY CORP. 
SANDIA LUMBER CO. 

APACHE LUMBER CO., INC. 
GEORGIA - PACIFIC CORP. 


U. S. PLYWOOD CORP. 
DUKE CITY LUMBER CO. 
NEW MEXICO TIMBER INC. 


These are the experts on wood and wood products to contact 
for information and consultation . . 


. members of 


LUMBER MERCHANDISERS ASSOCIATION 


ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 


BUM re RO MIC E OM LAs SET он ERA UR ун а а t: cvv Mc 


the 
Sears approach 
to the design and 
furnishing of 
contract interiors 


Through our Contract Division, the vast 
merchandising resources of Sears are 
available to you, together with the 
services of our national design staff. 
Offices, dormitories, motels, restaurants, 
nursing homes...regardless of the type 

of interior your client wants, or the size 
of his budget, Sears Contract Division 
can handle the job best. Turn your ideas 
into reality...call your Sears Contract 


Sales representative today! 


ARCHITECTURAL SPECIALTIES 
DIVISION 
J. C. BALDRIDGE LUMBER Со. 
Agents for 


- VIN: L FAB -- 


when beauty and durability count, specify 
the Vin-L-Fab Line 


— Pliant Wood — 


A distinctive genuine wood wall covering 
more than 50 veneers with dozens of finishes. 


write or call 
Lloyd Sallee Bob Park 
P. O. Box 1396 Tel. 243-4546 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103 


BLUEPRINT 
COMPANY 


ALBUQUERQUE’S OLDEST BLUE 
PPINT COMPANY — SINCE 1928 


Exclusive Dealers For LZ ЯА E 
KEUFFEL & ESSER Kee 


CAMERA 
REPRODUCTIONS 


514-4th N.W. 


MULTILITH PRINTING 


d d = 
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CONTRACT SALES DIVISION 
© — 
Cal S SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO. 
600 Coronado Center 


Albuquerque, N.M.87110 
296-1511 Ext. 320 


KINNEY Brick COMPANY ING. 


Manufacturers of: Distributors for: 
Common Brick e Summit Brick Co. 
Patio Brick e Acme Brick Co. 
Face Brick e Major Brick Co. 
Roman Brick e Eureka Brick Co. 
Norman Brick e Texas Clay Products 

“SCR” Brick e 

Samples and information upon request 
Visit Our Office & Showrooms at Plant 
9 miles South just off of Second Street 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 
Phone 877-4550 P. 0. Box 1804, 87103 


Fresh Air Heating ? 


if you want the job done right 


“The parapet design would have been a problem with- 
out the nailable chord feature.’ 


This is the feeling of the J. Murray architectural 
firm in Hobbs. They go on to say . . . "we are very 
p'eased with the TRUS JOISTS. We plan to use them 
again.“ 

In the case of this medical building, extra expenses 
were saved because roof deck and ceiling materials 


were nailed directly to the wooden chords. 
Save the contractor work. 


Save the client money. 


George B. McGill 


7100 Constitution Avenue N.E. 
Albuquerque 505/256-2058 


D. H. D. Medical 
Professional Bldg. 
Hobbs, New Mexico 
J. Murray, A. A 


Corporation 


Floor Products Division 


Ён" Floor Tile 


Luran* Sheet Vinyl. 


Distributed by: 
NEW MEXICO SUPPLY COMPANY 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 


El Paso, Texas 


Represented by DAVID А. FOARD 


.do it with gas 


(\ 
SOUTHERN UNION (S ДА S&S company 
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design interiorw, inc. 


YOUR OFFICE 
PROFESSIONALLY 
DESIGNED 


YOUR IMAGE 
= PROFESSIONALLY 
181 CARRIED OUT 


YOUR COMFORT 
DESIGNED FOR 
EFFICIENCY 
OUR SHOWROOMS ARE 
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 
COMPLETE FOR 
YOUR TOTAL OFFICE ACCESSORIES 
by 
Herman Miller & Knoll Assoc. 


5021 Lomas Blvd., N.E. 
Albuquerque, N. M. 87110 
Tel: (505) 268-4307 


The Paper Mill, Inc. The Inkwell, Inc. 
132-W. Las Cruces Ave. 314 Ninth St. 
Las Cruces, N. M. Alamogordo, N. M. 


A Subscription to 


New Mexico Architecture 


— 


0 


is a fine Christmas gift, 


and it is only 
$2.50 per year 


Send your check now 


to 


N. M. A. P. O. Box 7415 
Albuquerque, N. M. 87104 


new mexico architecture nma 
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John H. Reagan High School, Austin, Texas; Architect: Page, Southerland & Page; General Contractor: Ricks Construction Company 


Finish and waterproof concrete surfaces at the same time with 
THOROSEAL PLASTER MIX, a cement-base coating that made dramatic 
savings in the construction of this new school. 8,000 square 
yards of concrete were completely waterproofed with THOROSEAL 
PLASTER MIX, applied by spray, floated, and then re-sprayed 
for a durable, uniform texture which was contrasted 
with rough "exposed aggregate" panels. 


STOP RUBBING CONCRETE! 


ob-tested, spray-on coating finishes and waterproofs new school with amazing speed and at v2 the cost! 


DISTRIBUTED IN NEW MEXICO ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 
EXCLUSIVELY BY 2714 4TH STREET N.W. 
PAINT MFG. CO. PHONE 344.3558 


Postmaster; Address Correction Requested e New Mexico Architecture e Box 7415 e Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Forwarding and Return Postage Guaranteed 


George E, Pettengill 
[The Octagon 
1735 New York Avenue, NW 


Wiach3 star Ty l 21816:672 
ashington, D. C. cCUUUO 


EXPOSED AGGREGATE 
CONCRETE PANELS 


THE LOW COST, FUNCTIONAL 
BUILDING BEAUTIFIER 

COLORFUL NATURAL STONE EXPOSED AGGRE- 
GATE LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE PANELS PRO- 
DUCED FOR THE NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
BUILDING AT MORIARTY, NEW MEXICO. 108 
PANELS WERE PRODUCED FOR THE BUILDING 
BY HYDRO CONDUIT CORPORATION. 


ARCHITECT—KRUGER, LAKE & HENDERSON 
CONTRACTOR—HESSELDEN CONSTRUCTION CO. 


CONCRETE PANELS ARE DELIVERED TO THE 
JOB, READY FOR IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION 


|... 
HYDRO CONDUIT CORPORATION 


Í А 2800 SECOND ST., SW • ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87103 


